
National Press Release 
 
Tea tro Kismet in assoc ia tion with Warwic k Arts Centre  

p resents 

The Mermaid Princess 

Written and directed by Teresa Ludovico 

Inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s The Little Mermaid 

 

Ita ly’ s Tea tro Kismet returns to the UK in 2010 with another enc hanting  adap ta tion of 

a  Hans Christian Andersen c lassic .  The Merma id  Princ ess tours na tiona lly from Marc h 

– July following the c ritic a l suc c ess of their interna tiona lly ac c la imed  produc tion The 

Snow Queen, as well as c elebra ting  the c ompany’s sixteenth year of showc asing 

these unique produc tions in the UK. 

 
Tea tro Kismet’ s signa ture physic a l and visua l style has c onsistently appea led  to both 

c hild ren and  adults and  their award  winning adap ta tions have c ap tiva ted 

aud ienc es world -wide for a lmost thirty years.   

 

This b rand new Eng lish speaking produc tion of The Merma id  Princ ess utilises 

evoc a tive imagery, magic a l d rama and  poetic  text with dep th and  sophistic a tion 

a llowing a ll ages to experienc e this a tmospheric  p iec e.   

 

The Merma id  Princ ess tells the moving story of a  merma id  living  deep in the oc ean 
with a  spellb ind ing ly beautiful voic e.  She resc ues a  shipwrec ked  princ e and  fa lls in 

love with him, requesting  a  morta l transformation from a sea  witc h who demands 

her sub lime sing ing voic e in return.  As well, she is warned  tha t she will turn into sea  

foam should  she fa il to ma rry the p rinc e.  After ac c ep ting , Merma id  bec omes mute 

and  her princ e fa ils to rec ognize her and  marries another.  Heartbroken, Merma id  is 

c ompelled  to kill her p rinc e, esc ap ing her destiny, but fina lly her true love for the 

p rinc e renders her unab le to c omp lete the ac t.  Merma id  makes the ultima te 

sac rific e: she d ies and  bec omes transformed  into sea  foam whic h in turn bec omes a  

c loud  of mist and  takes off into the sky, in an emotiona l but ultima tely up lifting  fina le.  
This mesmerizing  ta le reflec ts the c onstantly fluc tua ting  na ture of existenc e, a  

c ontinuing metamorphosis where there is no ‘Happy ever a fter’  but an eventua lity 

whic h is as unique as everything in na ture.  It is a  tribute to the power of love and  the 

unc easing flow of life. 

 

Following Beauty and  the Beast and  The Snow Queen, The Merma id  Princ ess 
c omp letes a  trilogy ded ic a ted to both c hild ren and  adults, enab ling  them to share 

together the powerful na rra tive and  the magic a l d imensions fa iry ta les, exp loring 

their da rker underc urrents as well as their wonder. In a  lofty and  suspended  universe 

the c harac ters light up  with c olour, iridesc ent figures stolen from eighteenth c entury 

pa inting , who travel between earth, sea  and  sky. Diverse music  rang ing from pop  to 

opera , trad itiona l Ita lian band  to lullaby, is c omb ined  harmoniously with danc e, 

masks and  physic a l storytelling  to c rea te a  luc id , visionary and  intima te p roduc tion.  

 

Teresa  Ludovic o’s adap ta tion was orig ina lly c ommissioned  and p roduc ed  by 
Setagaya  Pub lic  Theatre, Tokyo where it p remiered  to grea t ac c la im in 2007, and 

has toured  Japan three times sinc e.  On returning to Bari, Ita ly, Ludovic o c rea ted a  

new version of the show, re -worked  for a  European c ast and 

p roduc ed  by Tea tro Kismet whic h p remiered  in Oc tober 2009. 

 



The Merma id  Princ ess is written and  d irec ted  by Teresa  Ludovic o, design is by the 

Rome based  a rc hitec t and  set designer Luc a  Ruzza  (set design for Beauty and  the 

Beast), and lighting  design is by Frenc h designer and long time c ollabora tor with 

Tea tro Kismet Vinc ent Longuemare (lighting design for Beauty and  the Beast, set 

and  lighting  design for The Snow Queen).  Costume designs are by Luig i 
Spezzac a tene, movement d irec tion by Giorg io Rossi, and  Eng lish transla tion by 

Stua rt Rogers. The ensemb le of 5 energetic  and  multiskilled  ac tors p lay multip le roles 

in this pac y yet delic a te produc tion.  They are: Eugenia  Amisano, Ra ffaella  Gardon, 

Daria  Menic hetti, Paolo Summaria , Va lerio Tambone. 

 

Previous UK tours inc lude Little Red  Rid ing  Hood  (1994), The Adventures of Pinoc c hio  

(1996, a  c o-produc tion with Nottingham Playhouse d irec ted  by Martin 

Dunc an), Beauty and  the Beast (2002), Little Mysteries (2004) and  The Snow Queen 

(2007 & 2009).  Tea tro Kismet fea tured  a t the Brighton Festiva l with a  new p roduc tion 
of Gilgamesh (2004) and  c o-p roduc ed  orig ina l new work for c hild ren 

with Birmingham REP and  the Comed ie de Va lenc e: Through the Woods (2004).  

They a lso c rea ted  the first full thea tric a l p roduc tion of Nino Rota ’s opera  for c hild ren 

The Swineherd  Princ e  with the Fondazione Liric o Sinfonic a  Petruzzelli in Bari.  This 

p roduc tion was presented  a t Birmingham REP in a  c ollabora tion with the City of 

Birmingham Symphony Orc hestra  (2007).  They have just p remiered a  new 

adap ta tion of Moliere’s The Hypoc hondriac  whic h will tour in Ita ly in ea rly 2010. 

 

This UK tour follows ac c la imed  performanc es in Ita ly and  Franc e and  is p roduc ed  by 
Warwic k Arts Centre, c onfirming the c entre’s c ommitment to bring ing the best 

interna tiona l thea tre to aud ienc es ac ross the UK.  The tour has been ma de possib le 

thanks to support from Arts Counc il Eng land . 

 

The Merma id  Princ ess is suitab le for everyone aged  8 and  upwards 

 

"Fa r too good  just to leave to the c hild ren”   

The Guardian on Teatro Kismet’s Beauty and the Beast  
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